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tokyo, japan

Considering that Takahiro Kinoshita’s busy schedule as the editor in 
chief of the Tokyo-based fashion magazine POPEYE involves frequent 
overseas trips for work, he treasures the moments he gets to spend at 
home with his family. He and his wife, Reiko, live in an apartment just 
outside Tokyo’s city center with their two young sons, Akiharu and 
Haruma. When they purchased their home, the couple outfitted their 
living room with oak walls to inject more classic and organic elements 
into the modern apartment. “I feel like our apartment achieves a sense 
of harmony between old and new,” Takahiro says. “While I really 
like mid-century design, I tend to mix furniture from that era with 
contemporary items to ensure a balance in my home.” Their apartment 
also includes large east-facing windows that let in lots of natural light, 
which provides Takahiro with an ideal environment to relax, unwind or 
mull over his many projects in a setting other than the office. “Working 
in the publishing industry means I’m constantly seeking inspiration or 
thinking about my work, whether it’s through movies, books or even 
when spending time with family,” he says. “I do think it’s important to 
relax as much as possible when I’m at home, but I often gain inspiration 
and new ideas for POPEYE from my home life.” While his editorial 
work has made him an influential trendsetter both in Japan and 

abroad, he takes a deliberately old-fashioned approach to home decor. 
His interior design taste has been largely influenced by his senpai—a 
respectful Japanese term for your elders, often in a work or school 
environment—he met when he was younger. “One particular senpai had 
a room furnished purely with art deco pieces,” he says. “He taught me 
how to choose items, arrange furniture and even find a house. While my 
taste tends more toward mid-century furniture rather than the art deco 
style, I still think of this senpai when designing my home.” Since having 
children, the couple has started to lean more toward choosing functional, 
beautiful and long-lasting items that can endure the wear and tear of two 
little ones running around. Their older son Akiharu’s favorite part of the 
home is the large tent his parents set up in the living room where he likes 
playing with his father when he comes home from work. “The rooms in 
this house used to just be for us adults, so I’m looking forward to creating 
more spaces for our children,” Takahiro says. After a frantic day at the 
office, he loves nothing more than returning home to his family, who  
he describes as the center of his life. “I’m fortunate to choose the work 
I like, to live in a wonderful home and to be surrounded by family that 
I love,” he says. “These three things are the most important aspects  
of my life.”
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Left: The tent is a Hubba HP tent by MSR. Takahiro purchased 
the Navajo rug in Santa Fe, New Mexico, and the flowers  
hanging from the ceiling are mimosas. Takahiro and Reiko’s son 
Akiharu is currently obsessed with planes. 

Above: Takahiro found this wooden toy car in Scandinavia. The 
1950s coffee table was designed by architect Eero Saarinen. 
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Right: The various art pieces propped up against the wall are 
a vintage print by Umetaro Azechi, a photograph by Tahakiro’s 
friend Kazuhiro Fujita and a vintage print by Paul Colin. The 
wooden blocks on the windowsill are designed by All the Way 
to Paris for HAY.


