
Feeling connected to nature is an integral part of life, but it 

doesn’t have to be something we need to leave our houses to 

experience. We explore a minimal summer home in Sjælland, 

Denmark, that has mastered indoor-outdoor living, beautiful 

interior plant life and wide-open spaces.
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When the sun shines bright during Co-

penhagen’s precious summer months, Jan 

Søndergaard heads out of the city to spend 

some time among the trees. The architect 

owns a black box-shaped house in Sjælland 

(a forested island peninsula in Northeast 

Denmark) that he initially bought at a bar-

gain from a homeowner in Copenhagen. 

After transporting the entire unit to Sjæl-

land by truck and laying down 24 concrete 

piles into his plot of land, Jan set to work 

renovating the house into a place he could 

call his own. “I spent a good two years ex-

panding and restoring this house with my 

own two hands and didn’t use any electrical 

tools,” he says. “It gradually transformed 

from a little romantic cottage into a more 

spacious and livable space.” Jan chose to 

install large untreated windows to allow 

uninterrupted views of the surrounding 

forests and maximize the amount of light 

entering the space. He also constructed a 

curved ceiling to soften the angles where 

the sunlight penetrates the property. “One 

of my preoccupations as an architect is 

crafting a space to accommodate light in 

the best and most efficient way possible,” 

Jan says. “That’s part of the identity and 

character of the Scandinavian people—

we seem to have a feel for how to shape 

space in accordance with natural light.” 

The house’s northeast-facing location pro-

vides picturesque views of the sunrise, and 

he takes frequent evening walks along the 

shore to experience the sun setting along 

the horizon. “The surface of the water is al-

ways lit up by light,” Jan says. “I leave the 

windows open and wake up to the sun shin-

ing straight into the center of the house, 

which is fantastic.” As Jan’s summerhouse 

is a mere 1066 square feet (100 square me-

ters) in size, he’s selective about what he 

allows inside, especially as the space occa-

sionally doubles as his work studio. “The 

less I have around me, the easier it is to 

form thoughts,” he says. “I can think, draw 

and look forward to the future instead of 

always hanging in history.” Jan loves living 

so close to the water and enjoys going on 

solo fishing trips in his small boat. He often 

invites his friends from Copenhagen to the 

house for casual meals, as the warm sum-

mer weather allows them to dine outside 

on a feast of seasonal produce and Jan’s 

catch of the day. “My favorite part of being 

here in the summer is spending time with 

my good friends,” he says. “We spend long 

afternoons sitting in the shadows of the 

trees—eating lunch, drinking wine and tak-

ing dips in the sea.” After spending most 

of the year living and working in the heart 

of Copenhagen, Jan’s second home is a 

peaceful sanctuary and a welcome reprieve 

from city life. “The house is in a beautiful 

area that’s rather secluded, with the trees 

acting as natural barriers that section you 

off from your neighbors,” Jan says. “It’s a 

very peaceful place and feels like living in 

the countryside, which I like very much.”
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Left: The table was custom built for Jan’s home by his longtime friend, the carpenter Jesper Nielsen.
Above: A Rais fireplace sits in Jan’s living room, along with handmade shelves that store everything 
from books to kitchenware. “I’m currently reading a great book about Michael Gottlieb Bindesbøll, 
perhaps the first modernist of Denmark,” Jan says. 
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Above: Jan’s large window frames are made out of wood and reinforced with aluminum on the 
exterior. Right: The forested area near Jan’s house that leads to the ocean. “The water lies on the 
other side of the trees, and I like sitting in the clearing and enjoying the views for hours,” he says. 


