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copenhagen, denmark

For stylist Nathalie Schwer, entertaining is inextricably linked to her 
home’s identity. “I love the freedom of being able to host people and that 
my house has become a familiar base to many of my friends,” she says. 
Hosting gatherings gives Nathalie an opportunity to experiment with 
cooking different vegetarian meals, and her guests often show up ready 
to pitch in or bring a delicious offering of their own. “I don’t usually 
follow recipes,” she says. “I prefer to invent dishes on the spot while I’m 
shopping for groceries. I’m constantly testing out these creations on my 
friends.” The Danes love socializing indoors as a natural response to the 
cold weather and short daylight hours, and Nathalie particularly enjoys 
opening her home to friends during the winter months: She makes sure 
there’s plenty of firewood and tea on hand for her guests to while away 
the evening hours around her fireplace. “Danish people really know 
how to cope with and structure their activities around the weather,” she 
says. “Starting in September, you’ll often hear people say they’re looking 
forward to the opportunity to hang out inside.” Nathalie, who has lived 
on her own since she was 18, calls a spacious apartment by the waterfront 
home. Her neighborhood of Islands Brygge is a close-knit community 
where she’s come to know the people who live around her, such as the 
local merchants and shopkeepers, and the beautiful setting only makes 
it feel even more special. “I have an open view and so much greenery 
around my home, and it’s wonderful to observe how the character of the 
city changes with the seasons,” she says. When it comes to decorating, 

Nathalie treats her living space like a workshop and gives herself the 
freedom to frequently change the layout and furniture in her home. 
This allows her to experiment and think creatively. “It’s become a bit of 
a joke within my circle of friends and family, but I love that my house 
isn’t so delicate that I’m nervous to switch things up,” she says. “It’s like 
a grown-up playground for my creativity and ideas.” Nathalie’s work 
brings her into contact with many different stylists, designers and artists, 
so her home gives her a space to display the eclectic mix of objects and 
collectibles she’s accumulated through her job. Some of her favorite 
items include her grandmother’s couch, a hi-fi stereo and the various art 
pieces she’s collected over the years. “At least 90 percent of my furniture 
is stuff that I’ve inherited, received as gifts or was made by friends, so I 
guess my decorating style is pretty sentimental,” Nathalie says. “It means 
a lot to me to be surrounded by items with history—either because 
they’ve been passed down through my family, created specially by 
close acquaintances or I’ve somehow fallen for the soul of the object.” 
Nathalie is a firm believer in bucking interior-design trends in favor of 
staying true to what feels comfortable and organic to the space and the 
person living in it, and she stresses the importance of personal style and 
authenticity. “Objects in the home should be a natural extension of the 
resident’s lifestyle—otherwise they’ll feel strange and out of place,” she 
says. “It’s kind of like wearing a huge dress when going to play soccer— 
it just doesn’t function all that well.”
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Left: Nathalie’s Frama wall light serves both as a lamp and as a 
small bedside table. She loves reading in bed and is currently 
perusing Beyond by Dan Graham. A Rodin sketch and a picture 
of a mountain she found at a flea market are on the wall.

Above: Nathalie’s wallpaper is by Farrow & Ball, a traditional 
English paint and wallpaper company. 
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Above Left: Nathalie’s vintage table is a type that was once  
traditionally used in Danish kitchens, and her lamp is also  
vintage. She enjoys decorating her house with various plants 
from her local florist. 

Following Page: The artwork on Nathalie’s wall is a print by  
American painter Mark Rothko and she found her vintage  
coffee table at a Comme des Garçons pop-up store. Her  
morning routine involves two large cups of coffee and listening 
to talk shows on her dad’s old radio from the ‘70s. 
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