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Profile Series
The Navigators

Cruising through Milan for Salone del Mobile, Paris for Fashion Week 
and Austin for SXSW: It’s a working lifestyle many dream about. 
These worldly entrepreneurs may be based in London, Paris, Tokyo, 
Stockholm and New York, but they’ve also been lucky to traverse the 
outer edges of the globe. The founder of fashion boutique Creatures 
of Comfort, the product designer behind Note Design Studio and the 
editors in chief of POPEYE, The Happy Reader and Riposte all share 
their trip tips and favorite locations both at home and abroad. 

Takahiro Kinoshita

Takahiro is pictured in his apartment where 
he lives with his family just outside Tokyo’s 
busy city center. 

This tea set was designed by Sori Yanagi and 
can be found at Yanagi Shop, a small store on  
a quiet street in Tokyo.

Though his frequent travels transport him to exotic locales, Takahiro Kinoshita keeps 

Japan close to his heart. The editor in chief of POPEYE, the much-loved men’s fashion 

magazine, Takahiro was born and raised in the picturesque Shizuoka prefecture, south of 

Mount Fuji. He eventually moved north to Tokyo, where he currently lives in an apartment 

just outside of the city center with his wife and two young sons. “The first evening I have 
at home after a long trip is always spent with my family, listening to my sons’ stories 

about what happened while I was away,” he says. When it comes to escaping the hustle 
of Tokyo, Takahiro often likes to stay rooted in Japan instead of traveling far from home: 

For his next vacation, he hopes to make trips to Kōzu-shima and Aogashima, which are 
two isolated islands off the coast of Tokyo. While work keeps Takahiro busy, he also en-

joys visiting Japan’s many majestic national parks when he truly wants to relax. “Packing 

a tent, sleeping bag and food and hiking alone in the mountains—this time to myself is 

more luxurious than anything,” he says, naming the ranges of Yatsugatake, Kamikōchi 
and Hotaka in the Northern Alps as his favorites. For people visiting Tokyo, Takahiro 
recommends classic areas such as Shinjuku, Aoyama and Ginza, but if they want to see 
the “real” Tokyo, he suggests heading to Mount Takao, which is a tranquil recreation area 
and nature reserve just an hour away from Shinjuku. “Sometimes you can lose a sense of 

the real Tokyo, but if you go to Mount Takao, you can see the average people who live in 

Tokyo in their true colors,” he says. “You can also observe a view of Tokyo and Mount Fuji 
in the distance, which is another one of its appeals.”

As a world-wandering magazine editor, Takahiro Kinoshita  
relishes the moments he gets to spend in his home country by  
exploring Japan’s lush natural landscape and logging some  
quality time with his family. 

TOKYO, JAPAN

5 QUIET PLACES IN TOKYO

Yanagi Shop
It’s very small, but I think it’s very Tokyo: 
There’s also a lab and workshop close by 
where the designer Sori Yanagi worked 
before he passed away.
Meikyoku Kissa Lion
You can escape the busyness and quietly 
drink a cup of coffee in this café in Shibuya.
Magnif
The neighborhood of Jinbōchō is famous 
for its secondhand bookstores. If you want 
to know more about the Japanese magazine 
subculture, I recommend this shop.
Genkido
Also located in Jinbōchō, this bookstore is 
particularly good for art and design books.
Tsuruhachi
This restaurant serves really delicious and 
traditional Edo-style sushi. You’ll need to  
make a reservation and follow typical 
Japanese manners.
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As fond of New York as Jade Lai is, there are times when she needs to escape. “I don’t 
believe in staycations, because I can never really relax,” she says while on an impromptu 
vacation in Tulum, Mexico. “I either end up being very lazy or feeling guilty that I’m not 
cleaning my house.” Jade has always been on the move: After uprooting from her native 
Hong Kong to live in Los Angeles at age 15, she briefly attended boarding school in 
Seattle for a year before swapping back to Los Angeles’ sunny shores. She then traded 
California for the speedy sidewalks of the Big Apple more than 15 years ago. Aside from 
preferring New York’s faster pace, she also finds that its cultural diversity mirrors the 
internationalism of her Hong Kong home. “I like that there are lots of different cultural 
microcosms in close proximity to each other,” she says. “Everything is very global, and 
everybody you meet brings their unique culture to the table.” When she’s not in New 
York or checking in at Creatures of Comfort’s LA outpost, Jade goes to Paris thrice yearly, 
takes numerous production and sourcing trips and tries to visit one new country each 
year. As a former environmental design and architecture student, she gleans inspiration 
from the structures on her travels, such as the colonial architecture of Mexico City or Le 
Corbusier’s Radiant City in Marseille, France. “I really like to look at things that have a bit 
of age,” she says. “Places where you know the architecture has some warranty—that it 
has stood the test of time.” The final regular trips Jade makes are her biannual ventures 
back to Hong Kong: Though she misses its dynamism and familiarity, she has no regrets 
about leaving her childhood home. “Unless you leave where you’ve grown up, you don’t 
realize that the world is so big and there’s so much more to see,” she says.

5 PLACES TO EAT IN HONG KONG

Sushi Kuu
Really good, fresh sushi with stylish people. 
Get the house roll and the seared salmon 
sushi wrapped in lettuce.
Mak’s Noodle
One of the oldest wonton noodle places in 
the city. They serve very small portions, so 
you can try a few things.
Lei Yue Mun 
This is a fish market, so you get to pick your 
live fish and bring them to the restaurant of 
your choice—they’ll then cook them up for 
you as you like.
Fook Lam Moon 
I’ve been going there for dim sum since I was 
a kid. I think it’s the best.
Spring Deer
This is an old-school Pekinese place. The 
shredded spicy beef pita pocket is delicious.

Above: This gilt bronze statue of Diana, Roman goddess of the moon and the hunt, is located at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, which is one of Jade’s favorite museums. The statue was 
designed by American sculptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens and is the only female nude in his collection of 
work. The Met’s version was constructed posthumously in 1928 from an original cement cast.

Jade Lai
A fashion designer’s life is constantly in motion. Born in  
Asia and now the owner of bicoastal boutique Creatures of  
Comfort, Jade Lai has tied three locations together—Hong Kong, 
Los Angeles and New York—to form one concept of home.

NEW YORK, NEW YORK

Jade is pictured at Creatures of Comfort’s 
office studio. They have retail outlets in 
New York and Los Angeles. 

Jade often heads to Russ & Daughters Cafe 
after a fashion show for the “best Jewish 
food in the world.”
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Kristoffer was photographed at the Swedish 
Centre for Architecture and Design, where 
his studio was named Designer of the Year.

Note Design Studio, Kristoffer’s company, 
designed Fine Food, a restaurant in the 
Hammarby Sjöstad area. 

Though Stockholm offers many wonderful virtues, Kristoffer Fagerström’s connection 
with the Swedish capital is rooted in family. The partner and product designer at Note 
Design Studio was born in the city’s Södermalm neighborhood. After spending his child-
hood growing up with his two brothers in the southern municipality of Botkyrka, Kristoffer 
returned to Stockholm as an adult to start a family of his own. “I’ve traveled a lot, lived 
abroad and have really enjoyed my encounters with new cultures, people and experienc-
es,” he says, “but there’s something special about Stockholm.” From the shops, clubs 
and sporting arenas clustered around the city center to the nature reserves and beaches 
dotting Stockholm’s archipelago, he loves the ease of navigating the entire city by bike—
this geographic closeness has deepened his connection with the city and its community. 
“It’s a well-functioning place and the people living here are tolerant and open-minded,” 
he says. Kristoffer also takes full advantage of the region’s rugged landscape: For exam-
ple, when summer rolls around, he makes his way down the winding coast to Skåne Coun-
ty, where both he and his partner have family. “That’s our number one recharging spot,” 
Kristoffer says. “Our little family spends at least four weeks there swimming, playing golf 
and doing nothing at all.” When the long Nordic winter descends at the opposite end 
of the season, Kristoffer takes its arrival as an invitation to hit the slopes—though he’s  
unfortunately had to scale back in recent years. “Last year I took my daughters to the 
north of Sweden on a snowboarding trip,” he says. “But after a very humiliating session 
at the big jump park, I realized my extreme snowboarding days are behind me!”
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Growing up in the city of Newcastle in England’s north, Danielle Pender never questioned 
whether she would eventually pack her bags and head south for London—it was only a 
matter of when. “I used to read magazines and blogs about what was going on and I just 
wanted to be a part of it,” she says. Since anchoring herself in the British capital, Danielle 
has drawn on the vibrant energy of the community to inspire her working process. “The 
people who live here—the creative minds and the things they get up to—excite me the 
most,” she says. These days she splits her time between her home in the northeast neigh-
borhood of Walthamstow and her office in Shoreditch. The latter’s central location houses 
a condensed cluster of the city’s creatives, which makes it easy for Danielle to duck out 
for a meeting over a cup of tea. “London isn’t as big or expensive as everyone makes 
out,” she says. “It’s essentially a collection of lots of villages, and you can live as cheaply 
or as extravagantly as you’d like.” When she’s craving a breather from city living, Danielle 
either hops across the Channel to Europe or ventures out into the English countryside: 
Two of her favorite vacation spots are Norfolk and the picturesque seaside town of Whit-
stable. “It’s easy to get consumed by work and the daily grind, so it’s good to remind 
yourself that there’s more to life than your laptop and deadlines.” Through founding Ri-
poste, a magazine dedicated to creative women, Danielle now collaborates with a range 
of diverse contributors from across the globe. “You can create brilliant work with people 
wherever they are,” she says. “That’s one of my favorite parts of making a magazine:  
Being able to include voices, stories and visuals from people all over the world.”

Some of Danielle’s recent trips include a 
month-long cycling escapade in Vietnam 
and a short jaunt to Lisbon, Portugal. 

Leila’s Shop, a restaurant and grocery in 
Shoreditch, is one of Danielle’s regular 
lunch spots. 

Kristoffer FagerströmDanielle Pender
Come rain or shine, this longtime Stockholm resident appreciates 
his city for all it has to offer, including its compact and casual 
nature, the up-and-coming restaurant scene and its proximity to 
Sweden’s natural wonders.

Before moving to London, Danielle Pender’s interactions with  
the city were restricted to the publications she devoured as a 
teen. Today, the editor in chief of Riposte magazine embraces  
the energizing nature of one of the world’s creative hubs. 

STOCKHOLM, SWEDENLONDON, ENGLAND
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Above: The Jeu de Paume museum, situated next to the Place de la Concorde in the city’s expansive 
Tuileries Gardens, is one of Seb’s favorite art galleries. The original building was constructed during 
Napoleon III’s reign and initially housed tennis courts. Today, it’s one of France’s foremost contemporary 
art museums and hosts a series of rotating temporary exhibits. 

Seb makes quarterly two-week trips to 
London to work on each issue of The 
Happy Reader before it goes to print.

La Cave de Belleville is a wine shop located in 
Seb’s neighborhood. He’s also a fan of the bar 
Le Relais de Belleville.

Since settling in Paris in 2013, Seb Emina has brushed off his French and adapted to 
the character of the City of Light. When he and his wife first arrived, they settled in 
the Fifth Arrondissement south of the Seine River, which is home to iconic Latin Quar-
ter landmarks such as the Panthéon and the Sorbonne. “It’s beautiful and traditional 
to the point of there being actual accordion players on street corners,” Seb says. Now 
living in the Belleville district, which he loves for its creative vibe and multicultural atmo-
sphere, he enjoys exploring the areas around the Belleville, Jourdain and Ménilmontant  
metro stations. “They’re old working-class neighborhoods with vibrant Jewish, Chinese 
and North African communities,” he says. “It’s living proof that Paris is not just a museum 
city.” After living most of his life in London, it took Seb some time to get accustomed 
to the relatively laid-back Parisian culture: With an emphasis placed on forging a healthy  
work/life balance, the French way of living was worlds away from Britain’s hectic pace. 
“It’s de rigueur for fashionable restaurants to be closed on weekends, and much of the 
city grinds to a halt in August,” he explains. Seb has spent the past three years becoming 
acquainted with the city’s geography without dimming the sense of wonder he associat-
ed with the metropolis before he called it home. While the number of mysterious alley-
ways and uncharted routes have gradually dwindled, he still relishes the moments that 
remind him of why he fell in love with Paris in the first place—such as the view of the Eiffel 
Tower from the top of his street and the myriad bakeries yet to be discovered. “There are 
times when I still feel like an outsider or a perpetual tourist—like I’ve only just scratched 
the surface of the city,” Seb says. “But it also, somehow, feels like home.” 
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5 BOOKS TO READ ABOUT TRAVEL

Granite Island — Dorothy Carrington

A book about Corsica from 1971 that’s so 
beautifully written and comprehensively 
researched that it was made into a black 
cover Penguin Classic.
Venice — Jan Morris

I can’t quite believe the city of Venice is real, 
and Jan Morris’ masterpiece is an evocative 
approximation of the place and its history.
Letters from Hawaii — Mark Twain  

Interesting, funny dispatches from four 
months Twain spent in Hawaii in 1866.  
I found my copy in a bookshop in Maui,  
and it still holds memories of that trip.
The North Water — Ian McGuire

I couldn’t put it down. A dark, violent thriller 
set on a whaling mission to the Arctic.
The Rings of Saturn — W.G. Sebald

It’s impossible to describe this book without 
sounding like someone trying to do justice  
to a disjointed but meaningful dream. 

Seb Emina
Culture-filled cobblestone streets, undiscovered pastry shops  
and getting wonderfully lost: The editor in chief of The Happy 
Reader and former Londoner revels in the adventure, romance 
and enduring mystique that comes with living in Paris. 

PARIS, FRANCE


