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A natural cycle
Take a traditional bike, subtract all the outdated details, add 

modern electronic essentials – and you have the Cyclotron

 Global

With a growing number of cities adopting eco-
friendly transportation methods, innovative 
companies are working to equip modern 
commuters with a range of revolutionary 
diesel-free options for their daily ride to work. 

San Francisco-based Volta Cycles recently 
rolled out a bike with a built-in computer, smart 
security features and automated front and rear 
lights, while last year Ford launched an electric 
bike that syncs with the rider’s smartphone 
and offers built-in electric pedal assistance – 
handy for when you’re scaling a particularly 
steep hill. And the Gi FlyBike – designed by a 
trio of Argentinian entrepreneurs to cater to 
commuters living in dense cities – folds up in a 
single swift motion, making it easy to carry on 
and off public transportation. 

The much-anticipated Cyclotron, which 
recently wrapped up a wildly successful 
Kickstarter campaign, is a sleek and futuristic 
bike of the future that takes the smart cycling 
concept to a whole new level. Unlike most 
traditional cycles, the Cyclotron manages to 
check both form and function boxes. The fi rst 
thing you’ll notice is its decidedly minimalist 
design – while the traditional frame structure 
has been preserved, it’s been given an upgrade 

in the form of a durable, lightweight, space-
grade carbon-fi ber composite construction 
that adds to the bike’s aerodynamic design.

The Cyclotron is equipped with two 
spokeless wheels, airless tires and utility slots 
within the wheels that act as carrying cases, 
omitting the need for clunky basket add-ons. 
It also boasts a high-tech self-charging system 
sans cables and wires, as well as a standalone 
gearbox and the absence of pesky bike chains. 

The bike also comes with a handy phone 
mount, as well as a sophisticated app that 
tracks your routes and comes with GPS-
powered theft-prevention technology. 
The brilliant LED lights that line the wheels 
are powered by self-charging lithium ion 
batteries, so you’ll never be stuck in the dark 
with a broken headlamp.  

“All areas of our life are progressing and 
evolving very fast, and new inventions appear 
literally every day, outdating the ones from 
yesterday,” bemoans the bike’s Kickstarter 
campaign page. “But looking at bicycles, 
they haven’t evolved with nearly comparable 
speed within the last decades. The Cyclotron 
is the next big step in bicycle evolution.” 
cyclotronbike.com – Rachel Eva Lim

Whether you’re after a 
relaxing jaunt or a blood-

rushing thrill ride down the 
side of an active volcano, the 

Philippines’ diverse terrain 
yields an assortment of 

mountain biking trails for all

Santa Rosa Trails, Laguna 
For those in search of a 
quick escape from the 

hustle of Metro Manila, the 
Nuvali trails at Santa Rosa 

provide a range of off-
road dirt paths and paved 
routes for a day of biking 

fun. While the trails
lack elevation, they 

make up for it with easy 
bike-rental options and 
panoramic views of the 

surrounding area. 

 Manila

Mount Isarog Trails, 
Camarines Sur

Nestled in the heart 
of the Camarines Sur 

province, the mountain 
biking trails of Mt Isarog 

offer options for both 
beginners and experts. 

The national park, which 
was established in 1935, 

is the oldest in the 
country, and the 6,000ft-
high volcano is swathed 
in a lush canopy cover.
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Mayon Volcano 
Trails, Albay

This active volcano is 
home to some of the most 
popular and challenging 

biking trails. The dirt terrain 
is steep, rocky and lined 
with hardened lava and 

boulders from past volcanic 
eruptions. To add to the 

excitement, this is an active 
volcano that could go off 
at any minute – the last 
eruption was in 2014. 
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