
Clockwise from top:  The 
bustling seaside promenade 
of Galle Face Green is a 
popular attraction for both 
locals and visitors; dried 
goods sold in the markets of 
Pettah; the colonial interiors 
of The Wallawwa make for 
an enchanting stay
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We’re Going To:  
Colombo, Sri Lanka
Previously colonised by the Portuguese, Dutch and British, Sri Lanka is a colourful 
blend of cultures combined with the heritage of the Sinhalese people. Colombo 
itself presents a patchwork of beaches, lush gardens, rich culture and fine dining 
and shopping. Its eclectic fusion of past and present makes the city a must see
WorDS rachel lim PHoToS GeTTY imaGeS + The WallaWWa
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City Snapshot / adjourn

TRAVEL INFO
GeTTInG THere Singapore Airlines 
flies into Bandaranaike International 
Airport daily, with a round trip ticket 
costing about $778.

VISa requIremenTS Singaporeans 
do not need a visa to enter the 
country. Those of other nationalities 
must apply online for an Electronic 
Travel Authorisation (ETA) visa.

CLImaTe As Sri Lanka is a tropical 
country, expect a climate similar to 
Singapore with an average year-round 
high of 28°C and average low of 
20°C. Avoid the monsoon from May 
to August. The best time to visit is 
between November and April.

CurrenCy Sri Lankan rupee (LKR). 
Exchange rate: SGD1 = 105 LKR. 
Credit cards are accepted at most 
tourist establishments, but have 
smaller denominations of local money 
on hand for tipping and spending at 
local outlets. 

From THe aIrPorT Taking a local 
or hotel taxi is the quickest and most 
convenient way to get to the city 
centre. The taxi will cost about S$27 
for the hour-long journey.

GeTTInG arounD As buses are 
often erratic and crowded, taxis are 
probably the safest way to navigate 
the city. It may be worth hiring a car 
with a helpful driver.

PlaceS OF iNTereST

DuTCH PerIoD muSeum 
Built in the second half of the 17th century, this 
charming building is one of the few surviving 
remnants of Colomboʼs Dutch colonial heritage. 
The museumʼs collection includes weapons, 
furniture and portraits from the period of Dutch 
rule, and also traces the descent of Sri Lankaʼs 
dwindling Burgher community.

95 Prince Street, Pettah, Colombo 11
Tel: +(94)112448466
Opening hours: 9am to 5pm, Sat to Thu

KeLanIya raja maHa VIHara 
Although the original temple was destroyed 
twice, in the 18th and 19th centuries, it was later 
rebuilt into the beautiful structure it is today. It is 
famous for its image of the reclining Buddha, as 
well as paintings depicting various chapters of the 
Buddhist canon. 

Off Kandy Road, Kelaniya, 7km NE of Fort
kelaniyatemple.com 

PlaceS TO STaY

CaSa CoLomBo HoTeL 
A trendy and quirky establishment, Casa Colombo 
provides a refreshing change from the generic 
chain hotels dotting the city. Much of the hotelʼs 
charm lies in its décor, as owner Lalin Jinasena 
has painstakingly refurbished this 200-year-old 
colonial mansion into what it is today. Each suite 
is individually designed and furnished with  
Sri Lankan made retro and modern pieces. 

231 Galle Road, Bambalapitiya, Colombo 4
Tel: +(94)114520130
casacolombo.com

THe WaLLaWWa  
Located a mere 15-minute drive from the airport, 
The Wallawwa is a convenient pre- or post-flight 
crash pad. Occupying a lovingly refurbished 
200-year-old manor, the hotel boasts three acres 
of lush tropical gardens and luxuriant interiors.

Minuwangoda Road, Opatha, Kotugoda 
Tel: +(94)112281050 
thewallawwa.com

PlaceS TO eaT

Lemon Bar & KITCHen 
Situated on the top floor of a modern building 
in a quieter precinct of the city, Lemon Bar & 
Kitchen offers an atmosphere that is elegant and 
relaxing. Sip a cocktail on the terrace as celebrity 
chef Koluu whips up an authentic Sri Lankan feast 
for you.

41 1/2, Maitland Crescent, Colombo 
Tel: +(94)112682122

GaLLery CaFé  
Equal parts restaurant, boutique, gallery and gift 
shop, this eclectic establishment is situated in the 
former office of Sri Lankaʼs renowned architect, 
Geoffrey Bawa.

2 Alfred House Road 
Tel: +(94)112582162

manGo Tree 
Popular among locals, the elegantly decorated 
Mango Tree restaurant is known for its tantalising 
North Indian food and ability to cater to 
vegetarians. Reservations are encouraged.

82 Dharmapala Mawatha, Colombo 
Tel: +(94)117620620 
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